Binding and detoxification of heavy metals in lower vertebrates with reference to metallothionein.
1. The metabolism of Cu, Zn, Cd and Hg in lower vertebrates is described, using fish as a model. 2. The main part of this review deals with metallothionein and the role of this protein for the storage and detoxification of these metals. 3. Factors influencing the bioavailability and probable uptake routes are identified. 4. The distribution of the metals within the organism is outlined. The distribution between tissues is described and the subcellular distribution discussed with reference to metallothionein.